Hospitalized elders. Risk of confusion with hip fracture.
Although frequently underdiagnosed, more than half of all patients admitted for the treatment of hip fracture are confused at the time of hospital admission or develop confusion sometime during the course of hospitalization. This study reveals the profound vulnerability of severely confused patients with hip fracture. Severely confused patients experience higher overall rates of medical complications and are more likely to be discharged to a nursing home. In addition to being at higher risk for medical complications, severely confused patients also appear to be at greater risk for being physically restrained.